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Chapter 12: Overflow 
Overflow Value Details 

visible Shows all overflowing content outside the element 

scroll Hides the overflowing content and adds a scroll bar 

hidden Hides the overflowing content, both scroll bars disappear and the page becomes fixed 

auto Same as scroll if content overflows, but doesn't add scroll bar if content fits 

inherit Inherit's the parent element's value for this property 

 

Section 12.1: overflow-wrap 

overflow-wrap tells a browser that it can break a line of text inside a targeted element onto multiple lines in an 

otherwise unbreakable place. Helpful in preventing an long string of text causing layout problems due to 

overflowing it's container. 
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overflow-wrap – Value Details 

normal Lets a word overflow if it is longer than the line 

break-word Will split a word into multiple lines, if necessary 

inherit Inherits the parent element's value for this property 

Section 12.2: overflow-x and overflow-y 

These two properties work in a similar fashion as the overflow property and accept the same values. The 

overflow-x parameter works only on the x or left-to-right axis. The overflow-y works on the y or top-to-bottom 

axis. 
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Section 12.3: overflow: scroll 

HTML 
 

CSS 
 

Result 
 

The content above is clipped in a 100px by 100px box, with scrolling available to view overflowing content. 

 
Most desktop browsers will display both horizontal and vertical scrollbars, whether or not any content is clipped. 

This can avoid problems with scrollbars appearing and disappearing in a dynamic environment. Printers may print 

overflowing content. 

Section 12.4: overflow: visible 

HTML 
 

CSS 
 

Result 
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Content is not clipped and will be rendered outside the content box if it exceeds its container size. 
 

Section 12.5: Block Formatting Context Created with Overflow 

Using the overflow property with a value different to visible will create a new block formatting context. This is 

useful for aligning a block element next to a floated element. 

CSS 
 

HTML 
 

Result 
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This example shows how paragraphs within a div with the overflow property set will interact with a floated image. 
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